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Cassava Production by Farmers in Watthana Nakhon District of Sakaeo
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) find out fundamental economic and social state of cassava
farmers in Watthana Nakhon District of Sa Kaeo Province; (2) find out the application of technologies to their
cassava production; (3) find out their knowledge and knowledge sources of the application of technologies to
their cassava production; (4) find out their opinions on the application of technologies to their cassava
production; and (5) find out their problems and suggestions on their cassava production. The population in
this study was cassava farmers in Watthana Nakhon District of Sa Kaeo Province. 278 samples were selected
by using a simple random sampling. The data were collected by interviewing the studied farmers using
structural interview.The statistical used descriptive tatistic search as frequency, percentage, minimum value,
maximum value, mean, standard deviation, and range. The findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of
the studied farmers were female, with average age at 48.38 years. They were educated at lower primary level.
The average period of their experience in cassava production was 13.76 years. The land used for growing their
cassavas was their own land. Their average total agricultural area was 38.37 rai. The average size of their area
used for growing cassavas was 20.06 rai. Their average household income deriving from agricultural section
was 179,398.56 Baht/year. Their average household expenditure on agricultural section was 74,371.94
Baht/year. The average quantity of their produce was 3.53tons/rai. Their average income deriving from
cassava production was 6,258.27 Baht/rai. Most of them had no social position. And almost a half of them
were a client of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. (2) search find out explore etc.their
opinions on the complication of the cassava production technology, the complication was generally at low
level.(3) most of the studied farmers had much knowledge of the application of technologies to their cassava
production, while their knowledge transferred from 3 knowledge sources — personal media, group media, and
mass media was at low level. (4) most of them grew their cassavas in Kasetsart 50 tribe. They usually kept old
cassava tribe logs and grew them by pushing the logs into the soil vertically, applied chemical fertilizer,
eliminated weeds for them, and harvested, these activities were done by their labor. The water sources of most
of them were mostly the rain. And they mostly distributed their produce at marketplaces or cassava starch
factories. And (5) the studied farmers had overall severe problems on cassava production at medium level,
such as the chemical substances were expensive, the wage for their labor was high, but the selling price of
their produce was low. They suggested that there should have been training courses for them on fertilizer
application adhering to the soil analyzing value, the government should have fixed the selling price of fresh
cassavas at 2.50-3.00 Baht/kg., and supported them in uniting in producing and distributing their fresh
cassavas leading to their power to bargain with merchants on the selling price of their produce.

Keywords: Production, Cassava, Watthana Nakhon District, Sa Kaeo Province
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